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Mi-TAMORPHOSEN IRANISCHER DENKMALER 



,S ehst du die* Fftu toft, tie i,t cine gewiase Char- 
OHd Cerdij und du andcre in Mant, cin Mann, dcr 
|iC untcrh.eU und den sit in ihrer Badcwannc ermor- 
dctc Man mufi dnch WR cn, dnfl allc die* umcrhalte- 
ncn \Wibcr Cnwllen *ind'\ - Hippolvie Tame liC, 
cmcn framostschen SoJdaten die* zu scincm Kamcra- 
den sagen, wihrend *ic auf dem idrowchcn Kapitol 
vor emer Judith mit dem ! laupt des Hdofcrnes stcW 
und bemcrkt dazu: M ti handeh sich urn Gcschichic 
so Wlc s,r wird » «nn Hie in den Gehirncn des Volkes 
ausgcarbcitct, vcrunsulict und vcrgrubert wird". 

MiBintcrprctationcn auf Grund politischer Vor- 
cingenommenhcit - oder praziscr: eines neuen, 
politischcn Mythos und des Vcrlustcs cincs altc- 
rcn - warcn in Mcngc betzubringen. Ein bc- 
kanntcs Bcispiel dcr klassischcn Welt ist tier Be- 
richt ubcr das sugenannte Grabmal des Sardana- 
pallos in Anchialc bci Tarsus und in Ninus: 
Lcmcres tragc in assyrischen Zeichcn die Auf* 
fordcrung: ,,iB, trink und vcrgniige Dich ; denn 
allcs Andcre isc nicht das wcn il - womit er 
das Schnalzcn mit den Fingcrn gemeint habe, 
das auf dcr Stele dargcstellt gewesen sci (Aristc- 
bulos ap. Athcnaios XII 530c, mit mchrcren 
Variantcti). Wic schon Ed. Meyer geschen hat, 
wird hier cine typisch neuassyrische SiegessteJc 



beschncben* auf dcr dcr Konig die Gottersym- 
bolc mil ausgcstrcckiem Finger vcrchrt* - Die 
Variantc des Choiriios (ap. Athcnaios XII 
„kh wurde Konig, und wahrend .eh das 
Licht dcr Sonne schautc, trank t aB und liebtc 
tch*\ spick sicher auf die FlugcJsonnc des Sha- 
mash an, die mcist vor dem betenden Hcrrschcr 
crschcint, dem scincrseits ^copfcrt wird fz B 
Abb. 1), 

Solchc „Lcsungcn" von bcrciu unlcsbar gewor- 
denen Inschriftcn sind Ixi den Gricehcn nicht 
selten und mancbmal vicl nahcr an dcr Wahr 



1 Rri*e in Italicn, Uben, v. JL Hardt fDicdcnchi 1 



141. 

2 Forschungcn iur alien Gcschjchrc I (iljx) jojff.: die 
Vorbifdcr musscn eme Stele in Ninive { # ,«hnabeiid M } und 
cin Bild mil gcfalceten Hinden tn Anchnle (.,klmchend M J 
gewesen scin. F. Wciilbach, RE II 1 f j 9 ioj 1446 ft. 
4 B. Lancbbcrgcr* M«!cilungen der AlicirwtitjJwchcn Gc 
scllscliaft IV = FS. B, Mci«ncr £1919) 1^4 fT; M L Grubcr. 
JANES 6, 1974, 73 ft ; U. hUgcn, As*yriKbe Konigsdar' 
«el!ungen - Aspekte dcr HeTTichaft = HaF IX (1986) 4^ ft.: 
dcr Gc5ius des t #ban* /itr4jat*\ - Auch das auf dem Denkmaj 
in Anchiifc bcschricbcnc M Handcfcia«chcn*' hat H Mc>tr 
richtjg gcdeufet, wenn auch mit einem *u alten Bcwpid 
illustriert; vgl jctzt Magen ebd. 40^ : ..Ktinig mit ver- 
schranktcn I linden" (vor Gottern). 




Abb 



SaJmanassaf ML mtt /wci Vncstcm \ihicrt vur cincr Kdnigsitck und iwei Gottcnundarten in dcr Nine de* 
Vansec* {Mflgcn 3 ji Taf. v « n cmcm Brorweliand aus Ibbwat. Urn Muv Zetchnun^ H Scili 



oft 



lichen VCfesen, die in dcr 




itclii irn Arch 



Rollficgd jus Toprtklcalc, ausge 
jintchen Museum Ankara 



wwcncchnisdic Lasting von Unitu an- 
jjcrtgt zu sein. flci so vie! angenommcner Har- 
monic wirkt t$ aJlcrdings bcfrcmdlich, dafl San- 
henbs mutmaJllichc Mordcr gcrtdc nach Urartu 
geflobcn scm #ieo*. Dies kormte bedcuten, 
daft die Manner enrweder unschuldig warm 
und zu Rusa ft flohen, odcr dafl die Mordcr 
2u den Feinden Rusa* IK gingen 3 *. 

Dcr Thron, wic ct jctzt vor uns stent, mag zwar 
issynschc Anrcgungcn widerspiegcln, bildct 
lberdoch cin Wcrk, d« in dcr urartaischea Vor* 
scellungswelt wurzdt. Die Variation sbrcitc dcr 
Mischwesen, die durch immcr ncuc Kombina- 
tionen cin^clne; Crurakrenstika em$tchcn> ist 
cm hcrvontcchcndcs Mcrkmal dcr urartiischen 
Kulmr» Man vcrgleiche z,B, die Ldwcn-Rind- 
Mischwesen Nr. i (Trf. 6,3:4) und Nr. 4 
(Taf. ioj 4 ) rmtcinandcr. Die wescntlichcn 
Hemenic sind die gleichen: Kopf und Hinter- 
icil vom Lowcn und Vordcrbeinc vom Rind 
J« ^ . wird dutch die Rindcfbchaaning dcr 
Bru St| dutch Rmdcrhorncr und -ohren (zu cr . 
f*T; da K,ndcrcha ^e T( bci Nr. 4 abcr 

rZJr^f hnc und ^ dc < ,6 **^ 

Uiarakier uarkcr betont. 



in etner Posi- 
die in Mcsopotamicn nur den 
Gottcrn, in Urartu abcr fast alien an- 
rthcitcn und Gcnicn zu- 



ijj cr stehen die g 

. ■ - Pnnktion als Attantcn cincn S112 ,im- 

rion also, 
hochstcn 

thropomorphen Go 
komnu. 

Die Gotthcit^ fur die dcr Thron geschaffcn 
war thronte iibcr mchrercn Ebcncn - TiCre und 
Pflanzen untcn, vicrfufiige Mischwesen dar- 
ubcr, dann anthropomorphc vcrgdttiiehtc Al- 
lan ten - und war oben von, wohl gott lichen, 
Hoflingen flankicrt. WufSten wir mchr vom 
urartaischen Wekbild, verstunden wir auch die- 
sen Aufbau bessen 



The Annuls of Scnnathc- 
W. K6nig l Handbuch dcr 



S-nhcrib: D.D. LuckenbiM, 
nb=-OIP 1 (1914); Rusa II.,- I 
chaldischen lmchrificn^AID Bcih. t (19H) N f - 

* 5. Parpola in: B. AlftcrfHwg.), Death in Mesopotamia — 
XXVl«ftAI (1980) \17t8. 

y Cbcr fluchugc Pcindc cines Rusa bcrichrct Asarhaddon 
(Gbr. II, ID iHfEi: R. Borger, Art) Bcih. 9 [19)6] 106). 
Die Grabungscfgebnisse in 13 as tarn zeigen eincrseits, dafl 
die Fcsrung am Endc dcr Rcgicrung Rusas 1L odcr kurz 
danach zcrsturr wurdc (S. Kroll, IstMitt 34, 1984, itf.), 
die Stcdlung zu FOficn aber unbchellij*t blicb (S. Kroll in: 
W.Kleiss u^,, Bastam II [1988] 87ff.) i woraus man chcr 
auf cmcn inicrnen Aufrtand alsaufcinen Oberfall von aufJe- 
rcn Feinden aehliefkn kann* 

* Auf etnem Gurtcl {H.J. Kcltner, GurtelbJcchc aus 
Uranus PBF XU 3 [1991] Nr. 59-4^ 48) sind zM. die 
VcTandcrungcn an den Mischwesen scriell vorgenommen, 
mdem in dcr HDrbomalen Kopf und Schwann in dcr Verti- 
kalen die Beine dcr Monster gcandcrt werden, wodurch 
fwt unejidlich vicJe Kombinarionen cnistehen* 

^ Die Unischcidung, ob cs tich urn cinen Gotter- oder 
Konigsthion handch, kann nur mit Hilfc von Kritericn 
ans dcr assyrischen Ikonographie Kctrun*cn werden. Danach 
handch c$ sich um cincn Gnitcnhron, wcil dcr Konigsthion 
^von Mischwesen gcituczr wird (P. Calmcycr, AMI NF. 
fi i »97j, 139). 
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PERSEPOLIS AND THE AVESTA 



For the better pan of the seventies, I lived at 
Perscpoli* as its devoted custodian, and increas- 
ingly came to sec its symbolism as the key to 
the understanding of the character and beliefs 
of its founder, Darius the Great. One notcwor 
thy instance was the application of mystic 
numbers in Perscpolitan elements. 1 Frequently, 
as I walked through the site, 1 recalled Leo 
Frobenius' explanation of the number as the 
symbolic expression of a distinct culture and 
"the direct evidence" for its character. 2 Coming 
from a family deeply observant of Iranian tradi- 
tions, I had grown up well familiar with certain 
mystic numbers, particularly 5, 5 and 1 real- 
ised, of course, that such numbers were held 
important, even sacred, by many nations. How- 
ever, there were Perscpolitan numbers directly 
linked with Indo-Iranian, and more specifically 
Zoroastrian, context. The purpose of this article 
is to examine the chief instances of such mystic 
numbers. It is best to give the Aryan context 
first, then proceed with specifically Zoroastrian 
examples, and finally, explain Perscpolitan ana- 
logics. 

h ARYAN (r=INDO-lRAN!AN) NUMBERS 

The Rig Veda alone provides the following fig* 
urcsH 3 worlds - heaven, sky, and earth - (of- 
ten triplicated to 9) with 3 fires - one for each; 
3 chief gods ruling each world; $ acts in funer- 
ary rites; 3 forms of fire; 3 sacrificial deities; 
3 heads of Vis'arupa; 5 sacrificial fires; 5 animal 
sacrifices; 3 soma-tubs and 3 ^w/i-prcssings; 3 
sons of Trita Aptya; 3 mothers of Rudra; 7 
regions; 7-fold gods; 7 wives, or mothers, or 
sisters of Agni; 7-fold songs for Agni; 7 flames, 
rays, or tongues of Agni; 7 great demons; 7 
horses of the sun ; 7 steps necessary to conclude 
a marriage; the o^mcmbcr clan (Nnvagvas); 99" 
armed demon; ti months of a year of 360 days 
{Rig Veda I i j and 164); J 3 g ods ( in » scts of 



« each); iG(= 7 + 9) pmon5 ntxtMVi Uif ft 

^^f^'^son^ of 7 ur , x ? 
stalks of darbba-gnto used in rituals; and , 
b>w, each with J bricks (^zr) of a fire alter 
*i(-J *7) names of the Dawn as the mother 
of the cow. 

Zoroasrrian sources yield the following in- 
stances of symbolic numbers which, because of 
analogies within the Vedic sources, indicate 
high antiquity, going back to the Aryan period: 
the characteristic formula of 3 goods {"word, 
thought, and deed") is repeated 5 times; the 
soul passes through 3 heavens to Gardnmana\ 
3 sons of Thraetaona (-Vedic Trita); 3-hcadcd 
demon AH Dahaka ; j heavens, 3 intermediate 
spaces and 3 hells; Yama enlarging the earth 
by a third on 5 occasions; 7 Karhars (worldre- 
gions); 7 Amdaiptntas (' 1 Bounteous Immor- 
tals' 1 [who were guardians of the 7 creations]); 

1 Some observations have already appeared in my cithcz 
publications, eg,; Fcrscpolis llluiiratcd, Tehran 1976, 69 
(on symbolism of figure too). An Achaemcnid symbol: II 
Farnah (God -given) Fortune symbolUed, AMI i|, 19 to. 

and Darius' 'Haft Krivar' In, Kunst, Kuflur unci 
Gcschtelirc dcr Achamcnidcnxeir und tbr Fortlebcn. Hrsg. 
v. Koch/D.N. MacKcnuc AMI Erg.bd. X (Berlin 

1983}, i5">--|6 (un hepradsj Sec further R*N. Fnc, The 
Histor) 1 of Ancient Iron (Munich 1984) u\ 
2 Cited by W. Kirfc), /ahlcn und Farljeniymlyofe, SjccuJum 

Three wins in a contest (c,p , WCSttifljf, vying for the 
hand of a maiden) hrtjughr you ihc prize, and three prayers 
recited every morning as you left the hemse saved you from 
demons of various kinds. A ecinsrantly heard eapressions 
was J fa n ftult batf w/r "not until three trial* b the play 
over.'" Beside* the \ daily prayer*, the Pay t*** 'The Five" 
(j.c, § the Prophet and his kins) holy souk dominated our 
life 'Every New Year's Day required a hap m a set of 
seven useful thing* [apple, garlic, green, etc.) the Persian 
names of which srarted with ihe letter I. even though qmic 
often thci numbered much more! As tbe seventh ch^Jd 
I was usually given seven new corns and seven coloured 
ceC5 on each Nnwni/ 

* The literature on the subject .1 vast. Apart frum the art. 
cr. m o. *, a summary, frilj ,othon«t.ve ; ts provided by 
A R Kierh t Number* (Aryan), in: Encj-dopaedia or Rd 
gions^nd mm IX ed- bv j m*m (N«l ^ork i 9 », 
edj ^oT^M- 



It 



- ■ .firr > death before the >« 
» Ghi«v>c Bridge becomes 

fire is kJewWi w»= ; X 3=*) 2 ? ar * 

lt x,-)9^ Jen ^ u !, bulls. 9 horses, 
LU* ** for the : p**. J.^ V J ^ 

, omek «**^ 3 £5 J0): 9 openings 
for *wilfc* ( *? j j.^. ^^/r^- 

arf'ed fathers) guarding the 



^SHAPOB SHAMBAZI 

jeJ: From the ft 



i 



of the h 



SLte«d „ loids of otttpfc 



the 



Ahuramazn 

Q. ^yjSTAN NUMBERS 
The corpus of the Zoroastmn scripture 
M comprise 3 categoric of texts, each 
divided lilto 7 «4x "books " ( - * ' )■ The extant 
Vamis contains (in accordance wich what seems 
to be a later development*) 72 ■ tf/r (24 Gachic, 
namely the^jffeathic^iDd 7 Yuna Haptath 
gfato\ *nd 48 of the other Yasnas); 24 sec- 
rinns (tarda) make up the Vispmi, 21 hymns 
in praise of deities (the Ydibts), and It chapters 
die Vcndldad (lldfrdxa)* This may be com- 
pared to t statement in the Dtnksrt (VHI 45-3) 
according to which it leaden (dasturs) guided 
the Zoroanrian community. Zoroaster's own 
hymns, the Gathas, reveal an intricate system 
of symbolic numbers; they arc divided into 5 
sets according to the metre in the following 
war: 1 



Nwne Y*irri(=y) Stanos Verses Syllables 
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7+7 


* short 
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1 long 


* + 7 + 7 



2, 



going it is fair to conclude that: 

The basic mystic numbers among the Aryans 
^.do-lnata.. particuiariy Zoroastnan.) 

and 7 ' the rest were obtained through 
Snbtattton Neither by mukipiioitinn (e g. 
Tx*-9; }X9^7; [on 
'vhich see bclow]=7*). repctitian of form 
, - lIt i2( ,3, 09999). iteration of form 

™ u 2*18^. or bv addition 
by quantity (e.g . Vl / 

of 1 (eg- 3 + 1-4' V J T 1Xfl 

3 [00] + 3 H + »M + 1 I oo] te 10 1°°))' 

The sacred number of the Gathic texts (and 
of the sections of Vispered), 24, is extraor- 
dinary in its qualities; it is the multiplication 
of the first four in the ordinal numbers (= 
1X2x3x4); it is the duplication in quantity 
(=2 and 4); and it is the alteration in form 
(again 2 and 4). 

The number of the extant Yasnas, 72, is 
clearly made up of triplication of 24 (cf. the 
division of the original Avcsta into 24 Gathic 
Yasnas and rwo other categories of texts). 
Similarly, the "sacred girdle" {Kmti) chat 
each Zoroasrrian wears by passing it 3 times 
around the waist must be made up of 72 
threads* 9 



Thus 21, 24, and 72 stand out as specifically 
sanctified Avestan numbers. 

P PERSEPOLITAN NUMBERS 

We now turn to Persepolis, beginning with its 
grand entrance on the northwest* A monumen- 
tal stairway of double reversed flights each with 
m steps leads to the Terrace Platform, 10 That 
this is no accidental number is proved by two 
analogies in Darius* empire: the 111 stations 



5 K,F. Geldncr, Awcstiirteratur. In: Gnindriss der Irani- 
*chcn Phiioiogtc- Hrsg. v. W. Gdgcr/E. Kuhn II (Straw- 
burg 1896-1934)4, 

6 Ibid., ifc-7. 

tabid, u 

See also WL Lommd. Die Religion ZvatKujiuas nach dem 



pershpolis and m a vesta 
on the "Royal Road" fr»m Sardis IO Susaii; 
and the 1 1 1 cummanders of the Royal Guards 



*7 



(a chiliarch 1 11 



us]* 'o captains and 100 



dccarchs)>v In RUSdfwig the si K nifrcance of the 



figure 



lit. wc 



t it is the characteristic 



Zoroastrian triplktty in form of 1 (as the fre- 
quently occurring Avestan 1 1 is a duplication); 
it is also the arithmatic triplication of 57 - u sc lf 
a combination in form of the two holy numbers 
3 and 7. That its symbolic use at Persepolis 
was intentional is proved by yet another derail. 
Each flight of the Terrace stairway is divided 
into two sections. The visitor ascends G3 steps, 
reaches a landing, turns twice and ascends an- 
other 48 steps to set foot on the Terrace Plat- 
form 13 . It will be seen that 65 not only is the 
multiplication of 3X3X7 and of 3X21, but 
also the duplication in form fin reverse order) 
of 3 and 6, Indeed, 48 is the result of doubling 
the hoty figure 24 and of tribling 16 - the figure 
we saw as that of the lands created by Ahura- 
mazda and of the syllables of each verse of the 
Ahmavaiti hat. 

Let us now proceed through the site. Persepolis 
monuments provide many instances of symbolic 
numbers. There arc j doorways of the "Gate 
of AH Lands" and of the Central Palace "Tripy* 
Ion"; 3 rows of sculptured figures adorn rhc 
Apadana friezes; } nobles stand on cither side 
of the Great King on Darius' tomb (with him 
making up a total of 7 figures on the actual 
tomb facade) 14 ; two antithetic groups 0**9 sol- 
diers are flanking an inscription on the South- 
ern wall of the Southern portico of the Palace 
of Darius (Tachara); and 99 columns bore the 
roof of the hall 41 of the Treasury 15 . The Apa~ 
dan a (which duplicates an earlier palace at Susa) 
furnishes further symbolism. There arc 3 porti- 
cos, each with 1 2 (=3 x 4) columns, and its cen- 
tral hall had (6 X 6 = ) 36 columns, bringing the 



7i "chaoter," m 1 T Ut 7 *' cxactlv 85 



total of the Apadana column- 
H 

threads the - g.,d| c ^. cvcry ^ 
*W Oor further use of ,he fi^^ 
J below,. Furthers .Acu^'J, 
north 5ta ,rway of the Apadana and ,ht 
of the Moom 

by 



south 



mg of the extern stairway were each adorned 



ub,ect nation bringing gife lo thc Gf J 
Mng (The Persians, who paid no tribute, arc 
excluded here; with them the number of nations 
would have been 2*) Each delegation is intro- 
mm by an usher, bringing up the total figures 
carved on the west wing of the north stairway 
to i 47l which at once affords the explanation 
of having resulted from 3X7X7 r 3x11 
There were also 4. soldiers and 3 dignitaries 
companying thc Great King and Crown prince 
- J.c., in all, 9 figures - on the "Treasury re- 
liefs", which once adorned thc centre of rhc 



ac- 



» Heiodotm V ii. The problem! of (he "mining por- 
tions 1 ' of the road and the biitoricil iniccedcnr* of ibe 
system need not be d; mimed here. 
u Herodorus VI! 81-3, On ihe Hizanptti lee J. Mutjiun, 
Uniernuchungcn xur Gcschiebie von Emn 1 (Gotiingen 
tfl?6) 17; PJ. Jiingc. Hajarapati^ Klto jj t 1940, ij-jl; 
D.M. LeM-15, Sparta and Persia (Leiden 1977), 17 f. A 
passage in the Sahnama of Firdawsi Ed. A. Nuiina, Vol. IV 
(Moscow 19 61) 17-18, implies a similar figure. There it 
is reported that, following his accession, Kay Xosrow 
reviewed his t'orcrs while scribe rod nut fhc name* 
of chich and paladin* of noble elans trom a royal registry: 
First came thc relatives of Kavus thc king, 
One hundred and ten commanders in number. 
Their leader was Fartburz, sort of Kivils 
Who was thc kin of the new sovereign. 
One more member of the royal clan, Kay Xosrow's own 
hrother, Farud, was away (ibid, h ff) and not counted here 
The passage could mean that the warnor chiefs of the royal 
family numbered in 
u Schmidt 10 

M Shahbazi, An Achacmen.d .. - endowed b> M 
Boyce, A Hisuoy of Zoroaiirianism II (Leiden-Koln 1981) 

9i n. 

» Schmidt' 
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Fitf. 1 Dimensions in Pit of thc 7 constituents 



30 * 

of the Apadiina iiairwav facade 



Apadkw iWj J noflh 5tairwa y and its 
0| - Ihe «m *«* ° f " - (he caSI stairway 

* >+ H^ Strand 64 nobles of the 
jj™ w ) | t will be seen that 168 is Uic mm y 

L- us take the investigation to another ap- 
P ^cb - 3* * ««# measurennenr. The 
g£» of 'be two —ays o, the Apadana 
, re given by Schmidt as foUoWS:" 



* SI1APUR SKAHBAZ1 

Bv« Achacmcnid inscription 
tc 



Eiitcrn Stairway 
Southing . - O" 

Outer - * * 
North wing , 



Northern Stairway 



\V«f win# 
Center . - 
■{wit wing 



17.10 
81.67 rn. 



The banc unit for the builder* It Pcrsepolis 
was a "P(cr3cpoli6lnJ f(oo)t # \ calculated to 
hive been 54.76 cm* A lower denomination 'wis 
a P(erscpolitan) palm, equal 10 t / 4 of a PftW 
These unitf are employed for the dimensions 
pf the Apadana stairways where each stair has 
a riser of one Ppalm and a tread of one Pft- 
M. RoaPs calculations, which rightly ignore 
small tractions in Schmidt's figures to adduce 
die round ones intended by the architects 
show that ihe entire length of each stairway 
facade was Pfti" ( no tc the increase in the 
sequence of the digits). This dimension equals 
936 Ppalms, which is the sum of 72 x i } . As 
the following diagram (Fig. 1) makes clear, the 
facade a made up of 7 constituent elements each 
with a dimension in exact Pft divisible by the 
"gntc ,. Furthermore, the central pand (which 
ongmallv ,c P r«enied the "Audience reliefs" 
at« erjojo rod I to the Treasurcy) has a length 

"tended ,co 8«n of each portico as wrfl « ,u 

ri? ,ht i "" , " d "" iic »•»•»*. * p^L 

{m «ahtv xi reached -rrv* \ P 

H-dred Column h!^^:^^ 
-crcoiumnar distan L * " 

^ which ,se (j ua] t o 7iP ^J eaSUnn g ' 8 



reveal ii certain 
nlncv toward symbolic numbers. The Old 
P^Tn version of the great Bchistun inscnption 
Darius originally had four columns with 
$Mm^im respecuvcly These make 

9 i \t i«fi lines - the result of a x j x 
ur > a total ot 57" imcs * 

7 x 9 The first four inscriptions ot Darius the 
Great at Perscpolis (curved on a single slab on 
the south Terrace wall (=*DP c, d, f. and g)) 
each contains 24 ^calling the a 4 Gathic 
Atf/j and 24 l^rtrf sections (also notc that 
4 x 24^96, gives exactly the same number as 
that of the lines of the first Old Persian column 
of Bchistun). The Old Persian inscription 
carved on the tomb of Darius the Great below 
his figure (=DNb) was originally in 49 lines 22 
(=7 x 7). That these figures were chosen at ran- 
dom seems improbable* Confirmation of inten- 
tional choice of symbolic numbers arc also 
found in the fact that Darius, who had at least 
iz sons and 5 daughters by several wives 23 , pre- 
pared in his rock-cut tomb only three vaults, 
each with three cists 24 - a clear instance of " the 
characteristic Zo roast rian triplicity" 25 . Similar* 
ly, despite a wholly decimal organization, 
Xerxes' armv was commanded bv six marshals 2(} 
who with Hydames, chief of the "Immor- 



! * Ibid 162-69; A -B, TiJia, Studies and Restorations at Per- 
scpolis and other sites of Fits (Rome 197a) 191-208; A.Sru 
Shahbazi, The 'Treasury Reliefs' once more, AMI NF. 9, 
"97<>, 1 j Against the defense of the traditional attribu- 
tion of the relief recently offered by KM. Koch, Einigc 
Ubcrlcgunficn zur BaupJanujiji in Pcricpolis AMJ 10, 1987. 
« 14 ft. sec ShaliWi, New Aspects of PcrsepoHtan Studies, 
II, forthcoming. 
n Schmidt "> 81. 

11 M, Roaf, Perscpoiis Metrology, Iran i6 # 1978, 68 n. j 
with reference also to G. Tilta 
11 Roaf it ? £ 

* Ibid 7 j n, 9. 
21 Ibid. 69 n. 

72 N. Sims^Williarnj. The f ma i pamgroph of the tornb*in- 
«npuon of Da riu , 1 (DNb jo-fio); The Old Persian ic*t 
w »e light of an Aramaic version, BSOAS 44, S9»> . i"7- 
P« i ^ ^""^ A Sh * Shahbazt, D«ius the Great, in: 
5f p V W». '994Mi Table 1. 

* . H - F ; Schniidc, Pcrsepalis 1U: The Royal Tombs and 
mh« Monuments (Chicago 1970) Hoff. with Fig. jt. 

* Herodojui VUff^ 
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rals" 27 ! made up a heptade 
that six maiFnutt! 

facade symbolm 
Seven Bounieoti! 



AND THV. A VEST A 



vx 



c may also rcca 
flanked Darius on his tomb 
8 a heptade in imitation of 
immortals ( AmcSaspcntas) of 
Zoroastrian doctrine,^ Similarly, the Persian 
empire was ruled by the Great King with the 
help of six magnates 29 so influential that Plato 
even thought they shared the rulcrship.JG O nc 
more instance of such symbolic connection is 
provided by Herodotus according to whom 
Darius divided his empire into 20 tax-paying 
districts (" satrapies but left Pcrsis tax-free.** 
This means that the empire was divided into 
it parts, exactly as the corpus of the Avestan 
text was divided into 21 nasks and the Zoroas- 
trian community was, ideally, ruled by 21 lead- 
ers. 

As a final piece of evidence we compare a per- 
sonal invocation of Darius the Great with the 
holiest prayer in Zoroastrian texts, h is univer- 
sally agreed that the most sacred formula of 
the Zoroastrians js the YaOa Ahu Vairyo (or 
Abma Vairya> Ahunvar) - not merelv a devo- 
tional invocation but onc bestowing pmtec- 
tion,* 3 As Mary Boycc has stated, 34 this prayer 
has "come to be regarded as the most powerful 
single weapon w T hich there is against the forces 
of evil, being used by Zoroastrians in this way 
as the Lord's Prayer has often been used by 
Christians* It is the first prayer learnt by a Zor- 
oastrian in childhood, and it remains his re- 
course throughout life, for because of its sancti- 
ty it may be spoken at need in place of every 
other form of devotion". So sacred is this 
prayer that its 3 verses of 21 words each is 
said to have provided the example for dividing 
the entire Avcsta into 3 categories of x\ books 
each. 35 Indeed, it is called the very "founda- 
tion" of the Good Religion.* Now, as L Ger- 
shevitch has rightly emphasized, Darius 1 "most 
personal inscription... [where he) reveals his 
attitude towards his fcllowmen and describes 
his mental and physical accomplishments", is 
the one on his tomb, originally carved in 49 
lines ( = DNb), 37 Its first five lines conrain a 
statement in praise of Ahuramazda which 



Offers from the usual formula (lDcflino 
°*er Old Persian text ™ ThT* ? g ™ ny 
^ Darius' f mh J . . r vocaurj « 

*1 words S | f I 3 ^ntences and 
****** We place the two one after muthi 



icr: 



Zoroastrian formula 
ahu 2 
rat ni* 



b. 



a. yaQa\ 

aOa A 

tfdfal 

vangbtui* datfa* mamngho^ 

vihtdrtm 2 * 

M He (Ahura Mazda) is as much the 
desired Master (aJbu-) as the Judge 
(rafu-) f according to Asa, (He is) the 
doer of the acts of good intention {rob* 
manah\ of life. To Mazda Ahura (is) 
the kingdom (MlafbraA whom the? 
have established as pastor for die 
poor. 1 ' 



» ibid., yn sj. 

^ Shahbazi, AMI ij. 1980. U4-16; Bfiycc 14 u \ 
39 Herodotus III 70. 84, 

» Nomoi III 691c, see funhcr Sliahban Darius' "Haft K\\ 
s'ar', 1 543, 146; G. Arm, Rehgiuse I iemchcrleginnunon 
im achamcnidtschcn Iran = Acta Iranica \\ (Lciden Louv^in 
1992) 170; in more detail P. Calmeycr, AMI jo, 1987, t $t- 

4° 

*( Herodotus HI 89, 
12 Ibid. Ill 97. 

P Sec, with litcr.iitirc. M Hovcc, A History of Zoroastn- 
anism I (Laden-Koln 197O *&*f« * H. Humbach, The Ca^ 
thas of Zoroaster IJ (Heidelberg 1991) :ft 

« Boyee»a6i. < 
m Dcnkard IX 1 (tr. LAY WesO=r»ahlav. Teso IV, Ed 

F,i\f Mullrr (Dsford ityi. 171)- 

-*o ibid , vin ?, ('-7 (mu pi>- '~^)* 

«■ I Gcrshevitch, HdO> Abi. I. 1W. IV, Ataehn. t J.fg 
Old Persian; Grammar, Teao. Lexicon (New Haven and 

who created this earth, who created .under sky. whu crear- 
cd man who created ^hr happ«ie» or m^i 
w Teat from Ch. Bartholomac. ^ ^ 



bu ch"st^bur g t^)u6^ran,laMonft m^ 
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Darius' Word* 



mm 



The Great God 5 Ahuraflrtxda. *jw 
created this/f^ |" tnngnificcnt and 
wonderful sight ct the Zoroasrrtan 
concept afJWS-*** "made glonous, 
hence. Paradise"! which is seen, who 
created the happiness of man, who 
bestowed wisdom and physical prowess 
upon King Darius." 

The closeness in the htm and nature of these 
two invocations seems to point to Darius' imita- 
tion of the Avesra's holiest prayer. 



IV. CONCLUSIONS 



evidence marshalled here show, that de 
L rheir use of the dec.mal system in impend 

Utions Darius and his successor! con- 
Sy worked into their creations the mystic 
g25 7, 9, * H. -nd 7*- Smce all 
these numbers were sacred constituents of the 
Avestn, the Achacmcmd use of Zoroastmn 
models* becomes highly probable. 



« Text in Kent" tmnsiation, with necessary altera- 
tions, based oo ibid. 
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DER VIII. FELDZUG SARGONS II * 
Untcrsuchung zu Politik und historUrh^r 

v. Ch r ( ™ Geoeriph,e *• **» .. » 



Einc intensive Auscmandcrsctaung mit dem 
VB1. Feldaug Sargons II. 2 ist nur moglich auf 
dem Hintcrgrund von Untersuchungcn zur hi- 
storischen Geographic des Zagros, denn dct 



Abku rzu ngs vc rze i c h n 1 s 



Akk 


Akkuimtiv 


Ann. 


Annalen 


App 


Apposition 


cs 


construct us 


CsV 


Constructs- Verbindung 


D 


D-Stamm 


dO 


dircktcs Objckt 


Dt 


Dt-Surnm 


Din 


DtrvSiamm 


i' 


fc mini n 


FS 


Ft rials at/ 


G 


G- Si a mm 


Gen 


Genitivus 


Gt 


Gt-Stamm 


Gin 


Gtn-Sramm 


HS 


Haupisatz 


ePP 


cnklittschcs Pcrsonalnrtwomcn 


Inf 


In fin it iv 


In f cs 


Infinitiv constructus 


ln£FS 


Infinitiv Pinalsatz 


Inf-Gcn 


lnfinitivus-Gcmtivus 


Uif-S 


tnfinitjv-Siat 


iO 


indircktcs Objckt 


KS 


Kausalsatz 


Lok 


Lokativ 


m 


rrmskulin 


N 


N-Stamm 


IMS 


Nominnlsatz 


Nt 


Nt-Stamm 


Ntn 


Ntn-Stamm 


O 


Objckt 


OS 


Objcktsatz 


P 


Person 


pi. 


pluraJ 


PN 


Pcrsoncnnamc 


Prap 


Proposition 


Pcz 


Parti zip 


Ptt-S 


Partizipialsat? 


RS 


RcJattvsatz 


f 8 


singular 


St 


Stativ 


St a 


Status constructs 


St-S 


Srativ-Sitz 




St a t i v - Vc rgteichssatz 



5 

St 

TS 

Vgl-5 

VS 

XS 

AB 
Ann. 



St-Stimm 
Tcmpfiriljjm 

Vcrglcichsiati 
VetbaUatjE 

Zuntjnthaaa 

A-syriulogtscric Bihtiotlick 
M* Harper. Any run and Babylonian Letter* 
(London/Chicago 1 191^) 
Annalcn 

Baghdiitlcr Milicilungcn 
1 Chronik (Buch des Alien Testaments) 
Ezecincl (Buch des Allen Testaments) 
Genesifi (Buch des Ahcn Testaments) 
A.H. Layard, Inscription* in the Cuneiform tta- 
ractar from *'Vjsynan Monument* (London t$] 1) 
K*C R^u Itnsan, The Cuneiform Inscriptions of 
Western Asia, 1 — I II (London tl6i-il7o) 
L Messcrscbmidt, kc:]?,chrit"ttc\tc a us Assur hi- 
Konschcn Inha]ts=WVDOG XVI fXopaig 

O. Schroeder, Keilschhfnextc jus Assut huton- 
scben lnhaJts=WVDOG XXXVU. 1 (Utpiig 
19*2) 

Q> Schroeder, Kedschriftteite aus Assur ver- 
schicdencn lnhalt5=WVDOG XXXV (Lnpz.p 
19x0) 

Nirnrud Documents |Tafcln aua Nimrud/KalhQ 
m. Grabungsnummcm] 
State Archives of Assyria 
O.-K. Gurney/J-*J- Finkclsicin, The Sultanicpc 
Tablcis 

Thurcau-Danpin. Unc relation de fa huttiime 
campagnc dc Sargon (7*4 iv.B.G)ssMuste du 
Louvre, departement del antiquitcs oricnta.es, 
Textcuniiformes III (Paris 1911) 
Ynrdcrasiamchc Hihlinthck 
Vorderasjauschc Schriftiicnkmaler dcr konj«li- 

chen Musccn 70 Bc^ (top^l 
1 Die vorliegende .\bhandlun fi iteltt erne Z^mmenfas^ 

^ ^mmrr von dtt PhtloiOphtSCh-hlStO- 

t,., 1L T mcincr im aomnwr 1 ^ . 

rlb^d r Ser*« Tuel ..Dcr VIII Fcldzug 
Sarporn. II. von Ativneo. _ w« | jh rhundeits 

Herro Pre.'. Wider frr d.e u n Kh»ub«e ^Ic.u^ 
;S ,ber «*»» 



i Chr. 
Ez. 
Gn. 
ICC 

1-lIlR 
KAH I 

KAH U 

KAV 



ND 

SAA 
STT 

TCLIII 



VAIi 
VSI 



